
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



3°4 Publications of the 

Bright Meteor Seen September io, 1890. 

[Extract from a Private Letter.] 

* * * "This evening, at 10:15 o'clock, a beautiful meteor 
passed overhead, tending west. There were four colors plainly visible — 
green, violet, white and red. The heavens had the appearance of 
bright moonlight. The light lasted probably twenty or twenty-five 
seconds. The trail of light left seemed to have a cloudy appearance, 
and gradually disappeared. The stone ceased to give light at about 
twelve or fifteen degrees above the horizon, I should judge. There 
was a soft, rustling sound, like the wave of a piece of silk through 
the air. 

" Hoping that this bit of information may be of use to science, 
I am, " Yours truly, H. E. Witherspoon." 

Ft. Jones, Siskiyou County, Cal., September 10, 1890. 

Lancaster's List of Observatories and Astronomers, etc. 

M. Lancaster has just printed the third edition (1890) of his 
very useful and accurate Liste gknkrale des Observatoires et des Astro- 
nomes, des Sociktes et des Revues astronomiques. For each observ- 
atory (Section I) there is given the name, the latitude and longitude, 
the title, etc., of the last publication, and a list of the persons em- 
ployed as astronomers, computers, etc. Section II contains short 
but excellent accounts of the principal astronomical societies ; while 
Section III gives similar accounts of such institutions as the French 
Bureau of Longitude, the English and American Nautical Almanac 
Offices, etc. Section IV is devoted to astronomical journals. Sec- 
tion V gives the addresses, etc.. of astronomers not regularly em- 
ployed in observatories, amateurs, etc.; and Section VI gives similar 
data relating to the leading constructors of instruments. A complete 
index of names concludes this very convenient volume of 147 pages. 

Number of Observers and Computers Employed in the 
Leading Observatories. 

From the work just mentioned I have extracted the following 
data relating to the number of persons regularly employed in astro- 
nomical work — either in observations or calculations : 

(The Lick Observatory has five astronomers.) The following- 
named observatories have five or more regularly employed : 
Algiers (5), Besancon (8), Bordeaux (6), Brussels (8), Cape of Good 
Hope (7), Cordoba (5), Greenwich (about 20), Grignon (5), Harvard 
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College Observatory (36), La Plata (7), Leipzig (9), Lisbon (5), 
Madrid (6), Marseilles (7), Mount Hamilton (5), Melbourne (8), 
Meudon (7), Mexico (6), Naples (5), Nice (8), Oxford (5)* 
Palermo (6), Paris (17 astronomers and many computers), Pots- 
dam (7), Pulkowa (16), Rio Janeiro (16), Rome (6), Santiago de 
Chile (5), Tacubaya (5), Toulouse (5), Vienna (7), Washington (7 
observers, 3 computers, 9 naval officers; total 19). E. S. H. 

The British Astronomical Society. 

"To the Editor of the [London] Times: 

" Sir : May I ask that you would call the attention of your read- 
ers to the establishment of a new astronomical society ? 

" It has been long felt that, admirably as the Royal Astronomical 
Society has always fulfilled its functions, it did not supply the wants 
of many who were yet greatly interested in astronomy. The sub- 
scription is too high, and the majority of papers too advanced for 
many; whilst as yet ladies are not admitted as Fellows. And, further, 
the work of organizing and directing amateur observers in astronom- 
ical observations lies quite outside the scheme of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society. A society is therefore now in the course of forma- 
tion, the purpose of which is to secure the more thorough co-operation 
of astronomical observers throughout the country, and it is hoped 
that, having a much lower subscription and a less advanced charac- 
ter than the older society, it may meet the need of very many who 
found themselves precluded from joining the Royal Astronomical 
Society. Great care will be taken that the new society in no way 
encroaches on the special province of the older one, to which it may 
possibly be a strength as a training-ground for new Fellows. 

" I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"E. Walter Maunder. 

"Hyde-house, Ulundi-road, Blackheath, August 14, 1890." 

"The following constitute the Provisional Committee: T. W. Backhouse, 
F.R.A.S., Rev. John Bone, F.R.A.S., D. Booth, Miss Brown, G. Calver, 
F.R.A.S., G. S. Criswick, F.R.A.S., G. T. Davis, A. M. W. Downing, M.A., 
F.R.A.S., P. F. Duke, F.R.A.S., T. G. Elger, F.R.A.S., Rev. T. E. Espin, 
B.A., F.R.A.S., W. S. Franks, F.R.A.S., W. H. St. Quintin Gage, F.R.A.S., 
J. E. Gore, M.R.I.A., F.R.A.S., N. E. Green, F.R.A.S., H. Grattan Guinness, 
D.D., John Haswell, M.A., D.C.L., H. P. Hollis, B.A., F.R.A.S., Rev. F. 
Howlett, M.A., F.R.A.S., W. Huggins, LL.D., D.C.L., F.R.S., Mrs. Huggms, 
H. Ingall, F.R.A.S., Rev. S.J. Johnson, M.A., F.R.A.S., J. Harvey Jones, 
F.R.A.S., S. T. Klein, F.L.S., F.R.A.S., T. Lewis, F.R.A.S., Major E. E. 
Markwick, F.R.A.S., E. Walter Maunder, F.R.A.S., W. H. Maw, F.R.A.S., 



